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cosmopolitan of all. All kings were cousins, and the "princes of
the blood" were emphatically not of the same blood as the
commoners.

A second and even deeper confusion is that between race and
language.1 We are apt to forget that terms like Celtic, Latin,
Teutonic, Slavic, refer to linguistic families, not to biological
groups. In primitive, isolated tribes, a common language may
be the sign of common blood; but this has long ceased to be the
rule. For untold centuries, conquests and migrations have been
taking place. In some cases, the victor imposed his speech, as
Rome did in Gaul and Spain: obviously, the natives of these
countries were not exterminated and replaced by Latin settlers.
In other cases, the invaders adopted the tongue of the land
they had overrun: only a few score of Prankish words survived
in the Kingdom of the Franks, Frankreich, modern France. In
one case at least, that of the Norman Conquest, the result was
a compromise, the hybrid wrongly called English. For individ-
uals and even for families to change their language is a com-
paratively simple affair: it has been happening in our country
for a hundred years. For a compact group to adopt a different
tongue is a much more difficult process: long-established, well-
knit minorities, like the French-Canadians, may survive indefi-
nitely. But enough changes have taken place, on a vast scale
and over centuries, to destroy any definite connection between
blood and speech. An extreme example may serve as a symbol.
One Negro slave from West Africa may have been shipped to
Brazil, another one to our shores; this will not turn the de-
scendants of the first into "Latins" and those of the second into
"Anglo-Saxons,"

1 Incidentally, linguistic and political boundaries seldom coincide, although
desperate efforts are made to bring them together. Territories are claimed on
the basis of common speech j the "national" language is forced upon minori-
ties, as in Southern Tyrol. Conversely, linguistic groups seek to organize them-
selves into autonomous nationalities (Catalonia) or even into independent na-
tions. Nations conscious of a separate existence strive to foster a separate lan-
guage, like Ireland and the Philippines. In this, literature often plays a great
part} the literary revival of a neglected dialect may lead to the disruption of
a state.